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To Metro, Or Not To 
Metro? Part 5 in Series

By Steve Bates, Candidate for 
Clackamas County Commissioner

Unemployment Data Doesn’t Tell The Real 
Economic Story In Clackamas County

By Karen Bowerman, Lake 
Oswego City Councilor, 
Candidate, Clackamas County 
Commissioner, Position 2One of the most recent 

property purchases by 
Metro was outside of Sandy, 
which is outside of the Metro 
boundaries. This purchase was 
reported by the Oregonian 
and the Sandy Post.
Metro purchased this land 
from PGE for the Oregon 
Zoo Elephant Program.
Be aware that this land is no 
longer generating property 
taxes because when Metro 
buys land it is taken off of the 
tax rolls. When this happens, 
the property tax revenue 
needed for schools and local 
government is impacted and 
each property owner has to 
pay more taxes to make up 
for the missing revenue.
Also, this land was purchased 
with money that belonged to 
the taxpayers. It was reported 
by the Oregonian that Metro 
received a bonus payment for 
the sale of its zoo bonds. (This 
is caused by a good credit 
rating. The credit rating is 
based upon us, the taxpayers.) 
This bonus should have been 
used to pay down the bonded 
indebtedness of Metro.

This bonus should have been 
returned to the taxpayers 
as there was nothing in the 
Ballot Measure for the Bonds 
giving Metro the authority 
to spend this money or to 
buy property for elephants.
As Metro develops its Elephant 
Program, there will be 
increased traffic to its location 
on the east side of Sandy.
This increased traffic will 
add to the traffic congestion 
currently experienced 
in Sandy, Gresham, 
Damascus and Boring.
Where are the Regional 
Planners? What is the 
Regional Government 
going to do to relieve traffic 
congestion in Sandy, Gresham, 
Damascus and Boring?
Aside from Metro’s Zoo 
Elephant Program and 
the increase in traffic 
congestion, keep in mind 
that Metro has purchased 
properties throughout the 
greater Portland area.
They have not told us which 
properties they bought 
or what they paid.
But, we do know this; any 
Metro owned property is no 
longer generating tax revenue 
for our local schools, fire 
and police departments.
Is Metro helping improve the 
livability of our communities?
Does not livability include 
reduced traffic congestion 
and better funded schools, 
fire and police departments?

Let’s start with the bottom 
line. In Clackamas County 

we are too slow in recovering 
jobs lost during the recession. 
We do not have enough family 
wage jobs. We look to our 
County Commissioners for 
leadership in solving under-
employment problems because 
they are of critical importance 
to our residents but have not 
been addressed effectively.
Now let’s unravel the story – 
first the problem, and then 
solutions that are begging 
for implementation.
The problem that festers

We all know the face of 
unemployment -- maybe 
you, maybe family members 
or neighbors. Naturally 
it feels good to hear that 
unemployment is down. In 
Clackamas County it has 
gone down to 6%. That 
is good news, but don’t 
burst into cheers yet.
One might assume that 
when unemployment goes 
down, numbers of people 
working (called “labor force 

participation rate”) goes 
up. But not necessarily 
so. Oregon’s labor force 
participation rate is only 61%, 
a record low since data were 
collected in the 1970s. This 
means that only 3 out of 5 
of working-age people are 
working, or are unemployed 
and looking for a job.
In 2010 in Clackamas County, 
201,000 people were working 
but by 2013 there were only 
196,000 and those numbers 
are expected to decrease for 
an important group needing 
jobs -- persons 24 and younger 
(Source: State of Oregon 
Employment Dept, February 27, 
2014). Sadly, these numbers 
tell the real economic story and 
the real personal story because 
when labor force participation 
is so low, it means people 
aren’t working. Jobs mean 
family security, quality of 
life and personal pride.
To make matters worse, 
job growth remains too 
low in Clackamas County. 
Whereas both Multnomah 
and Washington counties 
have already added back all 
of the jobs they lost in the 
recession, Clackamas County 
trails them both, having added 
back only 44% of the jobs 
we lost since the recession 
began. Many talk about the 
problem; solutions are what’s 
needed. Walt Disney said “The 
way to get started is to quit 
talking and begin doing.”
Solutions begging for 
implementation

First, we need positive policies 
that grow profitable companies 
that in turn grow private 
jobs. County Commissioners 
must reach out to our top 
employers, personally knowing 
the individuals who lead those 
businesses. Knowing them 
well, the County will be more 
knowledgeable about how to 
keep them here and support 
their growth. Commissioners 
also need to ask and answer: 
Why would a business want to 
come to Clackamas County? 
What clusters are the best 
fit with our region? When 
we articulate the answers, 
that’s the basis on which we 
recruit new business to come 
to the County. When new 
businesses locate here, more 
jobs for our residents result.
Second, we need efficient, fair 
permitting. When business 
hears that permitting is slow 
in our county or that we are 
the county of “no,” there is 
incentive to expand elsewhere. 
Efficiency of permitting is 
usually achieved with clear 
expectations and accountability 
for good work flow practices.
Third, we need to develop a 
common voice so that County 
Commissioners and business 
organizations understand 
priorities from each other’s 
perspectives. To reach that 
point, there is the need for 
meaningful relationships 
and responsiveness to the 
other’s point of view. For 
example, until government 

Are you looking for a local TEA Party? Do you want your voice 
to be heard at the federal, state, and county level?

Please join us for the next Clackamas County Chapter meeting

We meet the second Friday of each month to preserve liberty and celebrate our Constitution.

Would you like Oregon to return to the path of prosperity and accountable government?

What obstacles are standing in the way?

About AFP Clackamas: To Encourage The Principals of Entrepreneurship, Free Enterprise, 
Regulatory Restraint, Fiscal Responsibility, and Private Property Rights!

Please bring a friend. Refreshments will be provided. See you there!
6:30pm–8:00pm, April 11, 2014

Clackamas Sheriff's Public Safety Training Center
 12700 SE 82nd Ave, Clackamas, OR 97015

See More Details and RSVP on www.AFPClackamas.com

Americans for Prosperity-Oregon is a statewide organization committed to educating 
citizens about economic policy and then training, motivating and mobilizing them to 
work for limited government and economic and personal freedom at the federal, state 
and local level.
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Places to Go & People to See
event founder Angelia Welty 
describes as “challenging hills” 
(10K only). The race finishes 
up along a gorgeous wooded 
rolling nature trail. Medals will 
be awarded shortly after top 
finishers complete the event.
The idea for an annual run 
was Welty’s, who in 2008 
convinced a group of 
her girlfriends that 
they should do a ½ 
marathon for charity.
“I was working at 
the club as a trainer,” 
says Welty, who is 
now the general 
manager at MHAC, 
“and I approached 
the owners about 
putting on a fundraising 
race for the American Heart 
Association at the club.”
The club gave its green light, 
and the first race was set.
“It started off extremely cold 
that morning,” Welty admits, 
“but our spirits were high 
despite the normal race jitters 
and a few ‘I can’t believe I 
let you talk me into this’ 
conversations going on.”
The girlfriends did run, and 
they kept running. In 2013 
Welty’s brainchild attracted 
444 women and collected 
$4,600 for two charities, 
the Run Girlfriend Run 
Scholarship Program and the 
American Heart Association.
Welty explains how the 
inspiration for the run 
evolved to include the 
scholarship program.
“Something began stirring 
inside my heart,” she says. “I 
wanted to touch more locally 
in my own community, and 
start making an impact on 
the generation to come. I 
sat down with my husband 
and children and shared 
my vision of a scholarship 
for middle and high school 
grade female athletes.”
The scholarship—instituted in 
2012 with a generous donation 
from the Oregon Trail 
Education Foundation—is 
awarded to worthy recipients 
who need help with the 
costs of activity fees and 
equipment required to be 
able to participate in the 
sport of their choice. Girls 
who have qualified for the 
scholarship have used the 
funds for everything from 
top-shelf running shoes to 
professional-grade swim suits.
“Anything the girls can 
use to help them build the 
confidence to perform at 
their best level,” says Welty.
The 2013 race proceeds 
were distributed as follows, 
with the Run Girlfriend 
Run Scholarship getting 

$3,600 and the American 
Heart Association getting 
$1,000. For the 2014 
installment all proceeds will 
go to the scholarship, due 
to what Welty calls, “the 
overwhelming needs in the 
Oregon Trails School District.”
Interested runners/walkers 
who register by April 30 will 
receive a racing shirt, and all 

who plan to 
participate are 
urged to arrive 
a minimum 30 
minutes early 
to prepare for 
the start and to 
greet girlfriends 
and other 
participants.

Welty has a few 
suggestions for women who 
might be considering the race.
“It is always encouraged if you 
have never done an event like 
this before to start with a walk 
and work into a run. It usually 
takes about 9 weeks of training 
to get ready to run a 5k.”
Welty is optimistic about 
the future of Run Girlfriend 
Run. “I hope we ultimately 
build up to 500 participants 
and continue to fund the 
scholarship for our young 
female athletes. It is only 
getting more expensive to 
participate in sports, and 
I want to continue for as 
long as I can to help these 
girls and their parents.”
For more information 
check the Mount Hood 
Athletic Club website: www.
mthoodac.com, or call the 
club at 503-826-0565.
    
   
   
   
   

Run Girlfriend Run ...
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realizes why wasted time in 
providing commercial land 
kills businesses’ excitement for 
coming to Clackamas County, 
we continue to lag behind in 
job recovery. Understanding 
and good policy bring 
certainty, but without 
certainty on basics such as land 
availability and fees, businesses 
go elsewhere and take job 
opportunities elsewhere.
These kinds of solutions are 
critical, but they have not been 
implemented effectively. They 
should be led by committed 
and persistent elected officials 
with the mindset that it can 
be done “because it matters.”

Unemployment Data ...
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Angelia Welty




